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Superintendent, Coast and Geodetic Survey, JUL 15 1605

Washington, D. C. & SURVEY Amcirives
Sir:-

In obedience to Instructions and Memoranda for Descriptive
Reports, 1887, I have the honor to submit the following report on
Hydrograpnhic Sheet No.273 5

2. This work consists of an hydrographic resurvey of the
South East Channel, entrance to Key West Harbor, Florida.

3. The charactor of the bhottom is mostly hard and irregu=-
lar in contour; Nuxgrous coral heads are to be found, amd the
narrow chanhel cannot be considered safe for vessels drawing over
16 feet of water, unless all of the dangerous spots are accurate=
1y buoyed., The shoals and coral heads rise abruptly from deep
water and the lead cannot be relied upon for giving warning in
approaching the same;

4, Owing to the strong currents sweeping around the shoals,
compass courses cannot be relied upon unless corroborated by other
evidence,

5, The system used in developing the channel was to run

lines approximately parallel with its axis at a distance of from




(2)

10 to 70 metres apart. In allzof the lines a drag,sweeping a
width of about 10 metres and set to a depth of from three to five
fathoms was used, the depth to which the drag was set wvarrying
according to the contour of the bottom.

6. No further descriptive report is considered necessary.,

Very respectfully,

. o WeOXe |

Asslstant, C.& G,Survey,
Commanding.
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